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This Christmas over 100 children will have benefited 
from the support of the Isaiah Trust in their 
education. It’s fair to say that none of the children 
would be in school without the support of the Trust. 
We are working with a number of schools around 
Kisumu to ensure that children from the poorest 
backgrounds are given the benefit of an education 
and the hope of a future career.
KCPE Exams
We are especially proud of our students this year. Amongst those taking their KCPE (Kenya 
Certificate of Primary Education) exams are 10 students whose lives we have seen change 
dramatically. They are all children who have been have looked after in full time care at our 
rehabilitation centre or care home.

Shadrack, pictured below with Paul James (one of our managers in Kenya), came to us in 
2003. He was one of the first intake of street boys. He used to live in one of the biggest 
slum areas of Kisumu town, Nyalende. His father had died and his mother remarried. They 
lived in a very small makeshift house, and Shadrack’s stepfather became abusive towards 
him. They hadn’t enough money for him to attend school, and he spent his days begging 
and foraging for food and money. In desperation, unable to take the abuse any more, 
Shadrack ran away to the streets. He lived on the city streets for almost three years, during 
which time his mother passed away. Shadrack came regularly to one of the Hope Centres, 
run by the Trust, which provides a place of safety, food and support to street children

After a few months of coming to the Hope centres we were able to look after some of the 
more vulnerable boys full time. Shadrack was one of the first to be welcomed. He went 
through a rehabilitation program, adjusting back to a normal life and went on to live in our 
care home
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Back to School
In January 2004 Shadrack was able to go back to school, 
starting in year 3 at the age of 12 was a challenge, but 
Shadrack applied himself to his studies, determined to make 
up for the time he had lost.

At the beginning of 2008 Shadrack turned 16, an age when 
children will often look back to their roots and boys, 
especially, will look for independence. The Trust assisted 
Shadrack in building a relationship with his grandmother 
living in their rural home and reunited Shadrack with  her.

Needless to say they were both delighted. Shadrack has reclaimed his identity and settled 
happily to village life. He took his end of school KCPE exams. We are hoping for great 
things from him and looking forward to him starting secondary school with high hopes that 
he will one day fulfil his dreams to be a pilot. Or a District Commissioner. Or … well, with an 
education, at least he will have some choices!
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The resource centre run by the Trust, offering art & craft 
training to former street children, continues to flourish, with 
new students joining and the old students producing 
excellent paintings, etchings, beads and craftwork

The Trust is actively looking for a stall in one of the busier 
shopping areas where student’s talents can be showcased 
and an income generated for the work. Some examples of 
the student’s work are shown below.

The Trust helped Samson to build a small house from mud and thatch and Samson began the work 
of digging his 3 acre plot by hand! This summer has seen his first maize harvest and Samson is 
well on the way to independence. Since the harvest has been gathered the Trust has taken other 
street boys from Kachok to see what Samson has achieved. Many feel inspired to follow his 
example and we are looking at the best way to be able to fund this.
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Pictured right is Samson (L) with John Ochieng
(the Trust’s social worker in the Kachok area of 
Kisumu), holding the first fruits of Samson’s first 
harvest at his home. Samson had eked out a living 
on the main city rubbish tip for many years, before 
starting to attend one of the Trust’s Hope Centres 
at Kachok. After a period of getting to know and to 
trust each other, John began looking at whether 
Samson had any land rights at his ancestral home. 
Finding that he did, John approached the local 
chief and arranged for local farmers to train 
Samson in the best crops and timings for planting 
and ploughing.

The young people spend up to 
18 months in training and are 
encouraged to paint and draw 
from their life experiences as 
well as depictions of rural 
Kenyan life. In addition to 
paintings the students produce 
bead work, for use in jewellery
and as curtains
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In addition to regular giving, there are now lots of new ways you 
can support the Trust, by drinking your morning tea from one of our 
lovely mugs, running your appointments using our calendars or 
writing in our notebooks using one of our new pens.

A full pricelist is enclosed with this newsletter. Every product
purchase helps benefit neglected and abandoned children in 
Kenya.
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Habari,

Welcome to the latest Isaiah Trust newsletter for Christmas 2009. We hope that you enjoy 
reading about some of the things going on in Kenya. We are so grateful for your support and for 
all that you do to encourage us in this endeavour. It really wouldn’t be possible without you.

In line with many charities, this year has been particularly difficult, as people tighten their belts 
under threat of redundancy or reduced income. In Kenya too, life has been hard, as the rains 
failed and harvests were reduced. Thankfully the Trust’s harvest will be sufficient to see us 
through the year next year, but we have no surplus (which we usually sell on to other 
organisations locally to pay for the following years farming). This means our costs will go up. 
But we are the lucky ones. Many families across Kenya will be hungry next year as the drought 
begins to bite, food prices rise and maize becomes scarce.

On a positive note we have many more children this year going to secondary school, having 
passed their primary school certificates. This is a fantastic achievement for children who 
thought they would never go to school again. It provides us with a challenge of funding of 
course, as secondary education is significantly more expensive than primary (about £250 per 
year compared to just £30).

We would really like to send as many children as possible to secondary school next year, and 
would ask that if there is any way you could consider a small gift this Christmas it would be put 
to good and immediate use. You can send cheques or money to either of us, or give online at 
www.justgiving.co.uk/isaiahtrust. We would be so grateful.

We are excited to have, for the first time, a range of calendars, diaries, pens etc produced for 
the Trust. If you would like to purchase any of our gifts, please contact us.

We are also excited to have been given places in two Great Runs next year, the Bupa Great 
Manchester Run – 10km around the streets of Manchester in May, and the Bupa Great North 
Run – the worlds biggest half marathon, with over 50,000 people running the streets of 
Newcastle to finish at the sea in South Shields. They are both fantastic events and if you would 
like to participate and support the Trust we would love to hear from you.

We are always delighted to have people come out to Kenya with us to see for themselves the 
work that is going on, to meet the people involved and to spend time with the boys. If you would 
like to accompany us on a trip, please get in touch.

Finally, may we take the chance to wish you a very happy Christmas, hoping that you spend it 
with the people that you love.

Mungu akubarike sana

Tim & Nicky
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Christmas Cards with plain 
envelopes
Available individually, or in 
mixed packs of 5 cards

Notebooks
Cross Design, ideal 
for church use

Photo Notebooks 
show your heart for 
the children

£3.50 each

Ballpoint Pens

Choice of 2 designs
£1.25 each

Mugs

Footprints on a beach
£4.99

Sticky Notes
Send a message that you care

Footprints design 
£1.50 per pad

Calendars
12 pictures reflecting the work of 
the Trust.
“Every day Matters”

Wall Calendars        £3.50
Desktop Calendars  £1.99

Paintings
We also have a range of 
paintings and jewellery made in 
our resource centre. Please 
contact us for details / prices.

Christmas Cards with 
matching envelopes
Available individually, or in 
mixed packs of 5 cards
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Could you make a difference?

We are delighted to confirm that we have been allocated guaranteed places on 
the Bupa Great Manchester Run on 16th May 2010 (10k) and the Bupa Great 
North Run on 19th September 2010 (Half Marathon – 13 miles)

We would love you to run for the Trust, have a brilliant day and raise vital funds 
for the Trust at the same time.

We have had runners in the Great Manchester Run for the last three years, 
raising over £15,000 for our work with abandoned and neglected children in 
Kenya.

If you think you could rise to the challenge, please call Tim or Nicky as soon as 
possible on 01282 690898 or 01772 862472


